Serial No. 10/089,795 

REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 4-14, and 16-20, as amended, remain in the 

case. 

1. The Examiner asked applicants for a file photocopy of 
the certified copy of the priority document in order to 
expedite prosecution of the application. The Examiner is 
informed that no such copy is presently available. Applicants 
provide in its stead a photocopy of PCT/IB/304 showing receipt 
of the certified copy in the IB. 

2. Applicants thank the Examiner for indicating that (1) 
claims 1, 2, 4-14, 19 and 20 are allowed and (2) adding a 
limitation reciting "the heat resistant ceramic particles having 
an average particle diameter of 2 to 20 um" to claim 16 would 
distinguish claims 16-18 over the prior art of record. Claim 16 

i 

is so amended and accordingly claims 16-18 are now also 
allowable . 

Applicants respectfully submit that the present application 
is in immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the 
Examiner is requested to issue a Notice of Allowance for all 
pending claims . 
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Serial No. 10/089,795 

The Examiner is informed that a timely Information 
Disclosure Statement was filed April 2, 2004; he is asked to 
consider that paper along with the present reply. 

Should the Examiner deem that any further action by the 
applicants would be desirable for placing this application in 
even better condition for issue, the Examiner is requested to 
telephone applicants 1 undersigned representative at the number 
listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: May 20, 2004 




Charles A. Wendel 
Registration No. 24,453 



CAW:EC/klb 

Enclosure: Copy of Form PCT/1B/304 

Attorney Docket No. WATK:233 

PARKHURST & WENDEL, L.L.P. 
1421 Prince Street, Suite 210 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2805 
Telephone: (703) 739-0220 
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PCT/JP01/06362 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL BU 



fTEEU" 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
SUBMISSION OR TRANSMITTAL 
OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

(PCT Administrative Instructions, Section 41 1) 



Oate erf mailing (day/moptVyear} 
15 October 2001 (15.10.01) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
WA-0611 



To: 



RECEIVED 



ua LLLW\ 



fjir 



WATANABE, Kazuhira 
3rd Fl. No.8 Kikuboshi Towe 
Building 

20-18, Asakusabashi 3-chome 
Taito-ku f Tokyo 111-0053 
JAPON 



K.WATAHA* 
& ASSOCIATE^ 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application No. 
PCT/JP01/06362 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
24 July 2001 (2407.01) 



International publication date (day/month/year) 
Not yet published 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
08 August 2000 (08.08.00) 



Applicant 

NGK INSULATORS, LTD. et al 



1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt (except where the letters "IMR" appear in the right-hand column) by the 
International Bureau of the priority documents) relating to the earlier application^) Indicated below. Unless otherwise 
indicated by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt, or by the letters "NR", In the right-hand column, the priority 
document concerned was submitted or transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). 

2. This updates and replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority documents. 

3. An asterisk^) appearing next to a date of receipt in the right-hand column, denotes a priority document submitted 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not In compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). In such a case, the attention 
of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit whioh is reasonable under the circumstances. 

4. The letters "NR" appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority dooument which was not received by the International 
Bureau or which the applicant did not request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau, 

as provided by Rule 1 7.1 (a) or (b), respectively. In such a case, the attention of the applicant is directed to Rule 1 7.1 (c) which 
provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, 
upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is reasonable under the 
circumstances. 



Priority date Priority application nq. 

I Augu 2000 (08.08.00) 2000-240456 



Country or regional Office 
gr PCJ receiving Office 

JP 



Date of receipt 
pf priority document 

10 Sept 2001 (10.09.01) 





The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva* 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.3S 


Authorized officer 

PETRESKA Gorica. 
Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 / M 





